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Architecture and Water

Lausanne, birthplace of the UIA 
— a vibrant city

In 2023, the UIA celebrates its 75th anniversary. It was born in 
1948 and, in Lausanne, in the heart of a Europe destroyed by a 
war that had ravaged the planet between 1939 and 1945, found 
a haven of peace to bring together 391 people, representing 39 
countries, who had decided to set aside their differences and 
reflect together on the new tasks facing architects in a world 
needing reconstruction.

Since its inception, the UIA has come very far indeed. It is now 
one of the most important NGOs in the world, uniting professional 
associations from 123 countries and representing almost one and 
a half million architects. If the UIA comes back, after three quar-
ters of a century, to the place where it was founded, its members 
will have the opportunity to discover the organisation, gauge its 
progress over the years and plan its future.

Not only does Lausanne have a rich historical past, but it offers 
the perfect environment in which to imagine the future. For the 
last three years, the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne 
(EPFL), whose architecture faculty was created by Jean Tschumi, 
in whose name the UIA awards a prize, has found itself at the top 
of the Times Higher Education Young University Ranking. It is not 
only considered to be the best universities created in the last 50 
years in the world, but it is second only to the Ecole Polytechnique 
Fédérale de Zurich (EPFZ) in terms of its international presence. In 
2013, its work on the brain became one a European Union 10-year 
research priority. This vibrancy can be seen on the campus with 
recent works by SANAA (2010), Dominique Perrault (2013 and 
2016), Richter Dahl Rocha (2014) and Kengo Kuma (2016).

Lausanne's dynamism can also clearly be seen in the fact that it 
was selected two host the 2020 Youth Olympic Games. In partner-
ship with the canton of Vaud, it has launched significant infrastruc-
ture projects, including a new skating rink and an Olympic village, 
both of which were awarded, after competitive tendering, to Pont 
12 architectes and Jean-Pierre Dürig. The city, will this event in the 
year when Rio is set to host the 27th UIA Congress, namely three 
years before the 2023 event, giving it an excellent opportunity for 
a dress rehearsal for hosting the thousands of architects attracted 
by this event, particularly young entrants to the profession. 

Meeting between Lausanne, Geneva and Evian. 
Back to the source, designing the future. Together.

First UIA Congress, 
Lausanne, 1948.
Sir Patrick Abercrombie, 
Auguste Perret and 
other participants 
visiting Switzerland.
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For some years now, Lausanne has been undergoing considerable 
change. First, it redesigned its centre by transforming its Flon dis-
trict and public transport network by creating the M2 (2008) and 
then it launched a series of new projects. These involved creating 
innovative housing complexes and renewing major cultural and 
sports facilities. After the opening, in 2017, of Aquatis, a building 
by Richter Dahl Rocha devoted to sea life from all five continents, 
a new Musée cantonal des Beaux-Arts by Barozzi / Veiga is set to 
open in 2019. Next to it, the Aires Mateus brothers are about to 
produce spaces for two further institutions, the Musée de l’Elysée 
and the Mudac (2021). Other internationally renowned architects 
have been commissioned for major works, including Behnisch 
Architekten (Cancer Centre, 2018), 3XN (new headquarters of the 
International Olympic Committee, 2019), OFFICE Kersten Geers 
David Van Severen (Radio Télévision Suisse building, 2019), gmp 
Architekten von Gerkan, Marg und Partner (Children’s Hospital, 
2021). In parallel with these iconic projects, numerous local prac-
tices regularly produce buildings showcasing Swiss know-how. 
Since 2006, every four years, the Distinction Romande d’Architec-
ture spotlights exemplary achievements of this nature which fre-
quently feature in international journals. This prize, much like the 
profession’s fondness for competitions, helps make architecture 
a subject that is not only widely debated in the public domain but 
present in the minds of society at large.

EPFL 
Rolex Learning Center
SANAA

Lausanne 
Vortex 
Dürig AG

Lausanne 
Musée de l’Elysée 
and mudac, 
Aires Mateus, 
Musée cantonal 
des Beaux-Arts,
Barozzi Veiga
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Water — a universal theme

Switzerland epitomises stability, and is one of the safest countries 
in the world, shielded both from human and natural threat. Yet it is 
experiencing a degree of change — its glaciers are melting and it 
sees less snowfall in winter. At the same time, in other parts of the 
world, the diminishing presence of water is not as worrying as its 
destructive effects. Some countries are gradually becoming sub-
merged under water.

Not only will the 2023 UIA Congress celebrate its 75th anniversary, 
it will also commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 1973 oil cri-
sis, an event which brought into question the consumption pat-
terns of the thirty years boom period after the Second World War. 
Since then, while the idea of sustainable development has taken 
root, much still remains to be done to manage resources better. 
Water is key amongst these resources.

Water raises limitless issues for architects. These are immensely 
wide-ranging and cover major ecological, economic and social 
concerns. Without water there is no life. Yet if there is life, there 
must be spatial organisation and consequently architecture. 
Water is everywhere. Inside us and around us — it makes up 65% 
of the adult human body and covers 71% of the resource that we 
know as the Blue Planet. The current increase in the world pop-
ulation and the consequences of global warming make this rela-
tionship with water yet more sensitive. Access to drinking water 
has become a critical issue everywhere around the globe, both in 
developed urban areas and in rural and unpopulated zones.

When we deal with water-related issues, some borders must be 
put into perspective, at a time when others are strengthening 
throughout the world. While water can give rise to conflict, it can 
also lead to innovation and sharing. The 2023 UIA Congress in 
Lausanne offers the opportunity to come together and rethink, in 
terms of recently-deceased sociologist Zygmunt Bauman, the liv-
ing environment within a narrow liquid modernity.

Water is embedded in our imaginations, as much in mythology 
is in the arts, literature and poetry. However, water’s most pow-
erful, complex and ambiguous relationship is arguably with archi-
tectural design. While humans clearly need it to survive, they also 
must protect themselves against its depredations. Often the rela-
tionship between architecture and water is seen in authoritarian, 
even conflictual terms, ranging from protection against it to dom-
inance over it, and indeed the best methods of channelling and 
containing it. Water would nonetheless appear resistant to styles 
of architecture designed to control it. Past and present abound 
with examples of its almighty power and capacity to reduce to 
dust unintentional encroachments of its territories — floods, tidal 
waves, rising waters and torrential rain.

Swiss Alps 
Jungfrau-Aletsch
UNESCO World 
Heritage Site

Two Adelie penguins 
stand atop a block 
of melting ice on 
a rocky shoreline 
at Cape Denison, 
Commonwealth Bay, 
in East Antarctica 
January 1, 2010.
Photo : Pauline Askin

Previous page:
EPFL Campus
Photo : Alain Herzog
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With exhibition objects and increasing numbers of publications, 
the issue of the relationship between water and architecture 
places our discipline at the heart of current concerns revealing 
its critical role in finding solutions to ensure that there is a viable 
future for humanity. It also offers the UIA a means to respond to 
its universal calling to be a place of reflection in which its member 
nations are free to adopt an approach not bounded by national 
borders much like the watercourses that unite them.

In 1928, the first International Congress of Modern Architecture 
in La Sarraz brought together the brightest and the best of the 
European architectural avant-garde. These events took place into 
a 1956 and epitomised architectural debates in the first half of the 
20th century. With the founding of the UIA in Lausanne, in 1948, 
the canton of Vaud became the birthplace of the leading organi-
sation for architectural debate of the second half of the last cen-
tury. Since its inception, the UIA did not restrict itself to Europe. 
Nevertheless, countries from this continent were initially in the 
majority. This is now no longer the case, and our 75th anniversary 
offers the ideal opportunity to demonstrate its increased repre-
sentativity at the beginning of a new century.

If we are to explore the relationship between architecture and 
water, we must return to the very basics of our profession. The 
first human societies, whether nomadic or sedentary, organised 
their lives around this very theme. From mobile architecture which 
allowed them to move around on a seasonal basis to the most 
ancient of cities — they all unwaveringly took as their centre a water 
source, along with the fundamental interaction between these 
two worlds. The very core of architecture permeates this theme 
— the way in which people use their imaginations and intelligence 
to ward off the environmental dangers and exploit all the poten-
tial of water. Nowadays, the consequences of climatic disruption 
and the extent of certain catastrophes require us to return these 
basics and reflect upon the potential offered by new inventions.

The EPFL is known for having pioneered the study and valorisation 
of vernacular architecture. It has a remarkable collection of pro-
totypes on this theme. For a number of years, it has led research 
designed to foster a dialogue between non-Western bodies of 
knowledge which have too long been neglected and the archi-
tecture that took root during the boom period after the Second 
World War. With the 1987 Brundtland report and then the 1992 Rio 
Declaration, the notion of sustainable development was popular-
ised. In 1993, an invention brought into being on the banks of Lake 
Geneva was, in its turn, to become a critical tool in thinking the 
future. On 30 April 1993, in Geneva, CERN placed the World Wide 
Web software in the public domain.

How, today, can we derive the most benefit from the architectural 
diversity to be found across the globe? How can we share experi-
ences which may appear only remotely connected given the condi-
tions in which they emerge? If we take a moment to delve beneath 

Thai residents make 
their way through 
flooded streets on 
October 22, 2011 in 
Pathum Thani on the 
outskirts of Bangkok, 
Thailand.

Kuna settlement, 
Robeson Islands, 
San Blas archipelago, 
Panama.
Photo : Yann 
Arthus-Bertrand
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first impressions, we may find that they may indeed be very mutually 
enriching. In this respect, water, an element crucial to human sur-
vival, is the common thread that unites a wide variety of situations.

Switzerland, the water tower of Europe, the country where the riv-
ers Rhône and Rhine rise and which is linked to five neighbour-
ing countries by lakes, enjoys a very special relationship with this 
element. It is the ideal place to take this theme and reflect on the 
role of architecture in a world where the scope and complexity of 
the challenges call on us to pool as many and as varied skills and 
points of view as possible.

Lake Geneva, its banks, the outstanding buildings that stand on 
them, the boats that sail along the lake, particularly its Belle époque 
fleet, offer a magnificent, timeless venue to reflect, on the water, 
next to the water and through the water, on the contribution of 
architecture to tomorrow’s world. Subjects for discussion include:

Architecture and water — the physiological dimension

 Water is essential to human survival and is consequently at the 
heart of all architecture. It organises different types of habitat and 
daily life to suit different economic and geographical conditions. 
For several years now, Philippe Rahm, an architect and graduate 
of the EPLF now living in Paris, has shown how architecture can 
benefit from focused reflection on immaterial factors such as air or 
climate, within which water occupies a crucial space.

Architecture and water — the social dimension

 From water courses and other stretches of water whose names 
associated with major cities to wells upon which facilities shared by a 
few people depend — water is central to how society organises itself 
in space. The relationship with water is particularly important when 
it comes to the quality of public spaces By converting large areas 
formerly used for industrial purposes which are linked to water, 
many cities have been able to forge themselves new identities.

Architecture and water — the ecological dimension

 Water and ecological issues are as central to certain types of 
habitat which have stood for centuries as they are to the devel-
opment of buildings using extremely sophisticated technology. 
What are the best ways of recovering and recycling this element? 
Should it be used in heating or in ventilation? How can we prevent 
it being polluted? This is an area where thinking derived from a 
variety of different areas can allow us to develop new models

Architecture and water — the political dimension

 Water is a constantly moving and changing resource and is 
extremely hard to define. With the growth in global population, it 
becomes an increasingly valuable asset. The role of architecture 
here is to ensure that it is used to best effect. Concomitantly, we 
must find ways to counter the threat that it poses under certain cir-
cumstances. This is an issue which must be dealt with globally as 
the problems it raises go far beyond habitual political boundaries.

Lagos 
Makoko Floating School 
NLÉ

Taichung 
Jade Eco Park 
Philippe Rahm
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Architecture and water — the aesthetic dimension 

 Nowadays, many architects are seeing water with new eyes. 
Like a territory, yet one more element of architectural or urban 
design, a material with its own properties, a liquid form which 
inspires and architectural fluid movement. This multifaceted 
approach reveals water as composite and changing, a place 
where science meets poetry, technology meets experimentation, 
design meets sustainable development.

Architecture and water — driven by utopia
 In his famous work, Utopia (1516), Thomas More places his 

ideal society on an island. The image that emerges from his tale 
highlights the role of water. In the foreground, a boat, much like 
those we have planned to use to host the UIA on Lake Geneva in 
2023. Throughout history, spaces with water represented a door 
opening onto the unknown, with all its dangers and opportuni-
ties. From the 1960s on, it offered a space to contest modernism 
through futuristic and organic forms. For some years now, there 
have been projects which seek to find in water compensation for 
the spaces that this element is gradually consuming in certain 
parts of the world, showing in spectacular fashion that our world 
today should be considered globally, and that solutions found in 
some parts of the world should not present problems for others.

Hamburg 
Elbphilharmonie 
Herzog & de Meuron
Photo : Joël Tettamanti
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Lake Geneva — a source of inspiration 
and a place of exchange

Between 2007 and 2016, nine sites on the banks of Lake Geneva 
were included in the UNESCO world Heritage list through three 
procedures. The first of these were the Lavaux, terraced vine-
yards (2007), the second were prehistoric pile dwellings sites 
near the Alps (five in Switzerland, one in France, 2011) the last 
was architectural work by Le Corbusier (Villa Le Lac in Corseaux 
and Immeuble Clarté in Geneva, 2016). Just in this tiny area, we 
can find a microcosm of all the architectural genius deployed by 
human society to regulate its relationship with water and land from 
its infancy to modern times. Throughout history, Lake Geneva has 
provided an exceptional source of inspiration. On this lake, Konrad 
Witz produced the first realist landscape in the history of European 
painting (1444), Jean Calvin and Jean-Jacques Rousseau devel-
oped their philosophies, and Henri Dunant founded the Red Cross, 
in 1863. Artistic and intellectual celebrities from all around the 
world have either lived here or visited, from Lord Byron to David 
Bowie and Charlie Chaplin, just to mention some of the British, to 
whom Switzerland and tourism owe so much.

Evian, Geneva and Lausanne are indissolubly bound up with 
agreements, conferences, international treaties which bear their 
names and are monuments to modern diplomacy. The installa-
tion of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) in Lausanne 
in 1915, the League of Nations (LoN) in Geneva, 1920, and the 
subsequent development of international organisations, make 
this region one of the leading places for debate in the world. 
This history is closely intertwined with that of architecture The 
first International Congress of Modern Architecture (CIAM) was 
held at La Sarraz, just a few kilometres from Lausanne, in 1928. 
It follows the controversy over the competition for the Palace of 
Nations, for which Hannes Meyer submitted the project which led 
him to direct the Bauhaus, from 1928 to 1930.

As recently as 2015, negotiations over Iran’s nuclear pol-
icy put Lausanne at the heart of current international affairs. 
The announcement of the framework agreement for the Rolex 
Learning Center led to images of the iconic SANAA building, win-
ner of the 2010 Pritzker prize, being streamed throughout the 
world. This is the backdrop to Lausanne’s invitation to the UIA to 
use Lake Geneva and its magnificent setting to embark on a jour-
ney towards tomorrow’s architecture and world. The boat is a uni-
versal metaphor for openness to new horizons, and the CGN fleet 
a comfortable, inspiring heritage. Lake Geneva is also a utopian 
port, the place where Jacques Piccard took 33,000 passengers in 
his submarine during the 1964 Swiss National Exposition, before 
his son Bertrand and André Borschberg succeeded in making 
a round the world trip in an aircraft with no fuel, Solar Impulse 

Lavaux Vineyard 
Terraces, UNESCO 
World Heritage Site

First CIAM Congress, 
La Sarraz, 1928
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(2015–2016), where Ernesto Bertarelli learnt to sail before win-
ning on two occasions the oldest sporting trophy in the world, the 
America’s Cup (2003 and 2007).

When you sail across Lake Geneva, you experience a shared 
space, a laboratory where all borders must be thought again. By 
working in collaboration with the towns of Evian, Montreux, Nyon 
and Vevey and the cantons of Geneva, Valais and Vaud, Lausanne 
has created, for the 28th UIA Congress, a network which show-
cases all their jointly developed projects, particularly in transport. 
New infrastructure will shortly be added to what is already excel-
lent provision. The Cornavin–Eaux-Vives–Annemasse line and 
the Jean Nouvel stations are due to be completed in 2019. Links 
between Geneva and neighbouring France will be upgraded by a 
route involving the transformation of 230 ha in the Praille Acacias 
Vernets (PAV) district and an ambitious housing and infrastructure 
programme. The Nouvelle Comédie, by FRES architects, will be 
part of this. The first season is planned for 2020–2021. Recently, 
Geneva was at the centre of architectural news with the award of 
the 2017 European Museum of the Year Prize to the Ethnographic 
Museum of Geneva, designed by Graber Pulver. The international 
organisation district is also frequently in the news. In the last 
ten years, young Swiss architects (Lacroix Chessex, ipas archi-
tectes) and major international practices (Baumschlager Eberle, 
Murphy / Jahn, Behnisch Architekten, Wittfoht Architekten, SOM), 
have worked together to create a magnificent complex of build-
ings. New projects are being launched, such as the renovation of 
the Palace of Nations, the World Health Organisation extension 
and the creation of the Cité de la Musique (City of Music).

The inclusion of Evian as one of Lausanne’s partners in the organ-
isation of the 28th UIA Congress as an international dimension 
to the application as does the boat journey between France and 
Switzerland made by thousands of people every day, adding to 
the theme of the relationship between architecture and water with 
its baths and spring, and also its remarkable buildings by archi-
tects such as Jean Prouvé and Maurice Novarina (the new Source 
Cachat refreshment bar) and Patrick Bouchain (La Grange au 
Lac). The canton of Valais illustrates architecture on the banks of 
the Rhône, with the river currently undergoing correction work, 
and in the mountains. The Vaud towns next to Lausanne on the 
banks of Lake Geneva have expertise to contribute in organising 
major events such as the Nyon Paleo Festival, the Montreux Jazz 
Festival and the Images Vevey Festival, and the interest of their 
contemporary architecture, with recent additions such as the 
Nest Discovery Centre, in Vevey (Concept-Consult, 2016) and the 
extension to the Musée du Léman, in Nyon (FHV architects, work 
in progress).

Le Léman
Photos: © Juliette 
Menthonnex, 
Alessandra Jeanneret, 
2017
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Switzerland — an architectural laboratory at the 
crossroads between cultures

Switzerland, albeit modest in size and population, is a mecca for con-
temporary architecture as can be seen by the award of the Pritzker 
prize to Herzog & de Meuron, in 2001, and Peter Zumthor, in 2009. 
The country is nestled in the heart of Europe and receives a wide 
spectrum of influences. Notwithstanding, its architects have devel-
oped their own specific language with particular attention to context.

Four national languages, town and countryside, lakes and moun-
tains all jostle for space in a tiny area and this diversity has given 
rise to a culture of dialogue expressed through direct democracy 
for which this country is often in the news. In addition to quintes-
sentially Swiss architecture, all the different regions of the country 
boast their own identities. Consequently, there have been edi-
tions of international journals devoted to areas such as Grisons, 
Romandie and Ticino. A transport system which figures amongst 
the best in the world links all the major cities, making it easy to get 
around. It takes barely more than two hours to travel from Lausanne 
to Basel or Zürich. You just need a few days to visit a number of cit-
ies ranked amongst the best in the world in terms of quality-of-life 
and discover multifaceted top-level architectural work and the 
sublime landscapes of the Alps and other parts of the country.

Basel is crossed by the Rhine, as Geneva is by the Rhône and 
water is a central theme to the architecture of the cities. They are 
both on the border between Switzerland and one or several neigh-
bouring countries and have a long history of territorial dynam-
ics which extend beyond national boundaries. The International 
Building Exhibition, IBA Basel 2020 and the studies underway for 
the port next to the Novartis Campus and its myriad of Pritzker 
prize (SANAA, Moneo, Gehry, Ando, to mention the main street 
alone), the new districts growing up between Geneva and France 
— these are all examples of architecture exemplifying global 
thinking which tackles major issues head on.

Grisons is internationally renowned for its springs, showcased by 
the baths built in Vals by Peter Zumthor. Lugano and Zürich have 
their own eponymous lakes. Zürich has made itself a reputation for 
redesigning its public space and for its bathing culture. Thousands 
of recently built co-operative housing units have placed Zürich 
centre stage in architectural terms and provide an excellent oppor-
tunity to discover new ways of managing and sharing resources.

Lausanne and Switzerland, a city and a country of hospitality and 
architectural excellence, diversity of ideas and collaboration in 
bringing its projects to fruition, offer a stimulating environment 
in which the International Union of Architects can turn over a new 
page in its history.

Luzern 
KKL
Jean Nouvel

Vals 
Therme
Peter Zumthor
Photo : Fernando Guerra
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Architecture — timeless in its power

Over and above the superb setting and exceptional architectural 
work to be found in Switzerland today, UIA conference delegates 
are sure to enjoy an unforgettable experience when they visit 
Lausanne and Lake Geneva in 2023.

The year 2023 marks the centenary of the Treaty of Lausanne, 
the event which brought the First World War to a close. It is also 
the centenary of the construction of Villa Le Lac, the small house 
which Le Corbusier designed for his family on the banks of the 
Lake Geneva, near the capital of the canton of Vaud. These unique 
few cubic metres of pure poetry have now been included in the 
UNESCO World Heritage List, along with Immeuble Clarté that he 
built in Geneva shortly after he had joined the architectural avant-
garde in La Sarraz for the first International Congress of Modern 
Architecture, in 1928, twenty years before the UIA was founded.

It takes just a few minutes to walk along the banks of Lake Geneva 
from Villa Le Lac to the Nestlé headquarters, an internationally 
renowned building by Jean Tschumi, one of the founding fathers 
of the UIA. You can take a boat at Vevey to visit Geneva and his 
latest project, the World Health Organisation (WHO), built in the 
very district where Le Corbusier had designed his famous Palace 
of Nations. And from there, it is a short walk to Immeuble Clarté.

In Lausanne, the Aula des Cèdres, which he built for the school 
which is now the EPFL and whose curve, in a sense, prefigures the 
Rolex Learning Center by SANAA, overlooks the lake. It is a mere 
stone’s throw from the site of the National Swiss Exposition of 
1964. A moment of utopianism, as can be seen in the theatre that 
Max Bill made for the event which was dubbed by Time Magazine 
as the finest exhibition of the century.

A whole congress could be devoted to the works built on the 
banks of Lake Geneva by Le Corbusier before the UIA was 
founded, and by Jean Tschumi thereafter. They bear testament to 
the ability of architecture to create a better world, a belief shared 
by the committee supporting Lausanne’s application to organise 
the 28th UIA Congress, in 2023.

 

Corseaux
Villa “Le Lac”,
Le Corbusier 
Photo : Olivier 
Martin-Gambier 
© FLC / Pro Litteris

Vevey
Nestlé Headquarter 
Jean Tschumi
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24 Tour Edipresse
25 Headquarters of 

the World Health 
Organisation

26 Pavillon Sicli
27 Le Lignon
28 Palais de l’Équilibre
29 Hans-Wilsdorf Bridge
30 Lausanne Opera
31 International Red Cross 

and Red Crescent 
Museum

32 Olympic Museum
33 Ethnographic Museum 

of Geneva
34 Japan Tobacco 
35 ArtLab
36 Théâtre de Carouge
37 Centre sportif Malley
38 MCBA (Cantonal 

Museum of Fine Arts)
39 Musée de l’Elysée 

and Mudac
40 The Nouvelle Comédie
41 CEVA Rail
42 Salle del Castillo
43 Miroiterie / Flon District
44 Plage des eaux vives 

(beach)
45 Tour des Cèdres
46 La Tuilière Stadium
47 Vinorama
48 Headquarters of 

the ILO
49 Pavillon
50 Maison de la paix
51 WIPO
52 STEP Lausanne
53 Gueuroz Bridge
54 Les Marecottes Dam
55 Passage flottant 

du Mont-Blanc 
(floating walkway)

56 Buvette Cachat
57 Bâtiment des Forces 

Motrices
58 Jet d’Eau
59 Patinoire des Vernets
60 Théâtre de l’Oriental
61 Salle Davel
62 Beau Rivage
63 Halles Nord Beaulieu
64 Swisstech Convention 

Center
65 Eglise Saint-Nicolas
66 Social Housing
67 Couvered Ruins 

de Martolet
68 Saint-Maurice School
69 Social Housing 

Monthey
70 Industrial Building 

Monthey
71 Municipal Car Park 

Troistorrents
72 Hôpital du Chablais
73 Lugrin School Group
74 Renovation of 

Palais Lumière

75 Nautical Centre
76 Notre Dame du Léman
77 Chens Multi-purpose 

Space
78 Cultural and Sports 

Centre, Collonges
79 Pont de la Machine
80 Place du Molard
81 Chillon Viaduct
82 Castle Cafeteria
83 Expo64
84 Bois-de-Vaux Cemetery
85 Olympic Village 

and Student 
Accommodation

86 Life Science Building 
/ UNIL

87 Indoor Swimming Pool
88 Headquarters of 

the FIM
89 La Garenne Zoo
90 Pré Babel 

Social Housing
91 La Jonction Eco-district
92 Student 

Accommodation
93 Student 

Accommodation
94 Cendrier Social 

Housing
95 Bois de la Bâtie Aviary
96 Maison des 

Parlementaires
97 Social Housing
98 La Maison Ronde 

Social Housing
99 Commercial Building 

and Plaza Cinema
100 Miremont-le-Crêt 

Social Housing
101 Extension of the WHO 

Headquarters
102 Development of 

the Salt Mines
103 Nestlé Headquarters
104 School du Belvédère
105 Social Housing 

in Beaulieu
106 Communale Hall 

Renens
107 Collège du Léman
108 Bois Genoud Steiner 

School
109 Marcelin Vocational 

School
110 Chapelle de Saint Loup
111 Lavigny Social Housing
112 Industrial Building 

Gland
113 Industrial Building 

Nyon
114 School Nyon
115 Maintenance Centre 

Nyon
116 Gym Borex
117 School La Rippe
118 Social Housing 

Les Grands Chênes
119 Community Building 

La Rippe
120 Avoriaz Ski Resort
121 Transformation 

of the Presbytery 
Troistorrents

122 Nantua Viaduct
123 Cinémathèque Penthaz
124 Canal d’Entreroche 

(Canal between 
the cliffs) Penthaz

125 Nursery and 
After-School Club 
Prangins

126 Philipp Moris
127 Julius Baer Bank
128 Sébeillon Housing
129 Headquarters of 

the IOC
130 IOC Museum
131 Apples School and 

Community Hall
132 Cheseaux Gym
133 Nyon Gym
134 Gland School and 

Community Hall

10
 Grange au lac 

Patrick Bouchain1311
 Rolex Learning Center
 Sanaa 14
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 Organization

Lausanne’s application to organise the 28th UIA Congress, in 
2023, is an initiative backed by men and women architects who 
are active in this region. It was, in fact, initiated by a small group 
of professional architects working in daily practice who are fas-
cinated by the major challenges of a discipline whose power to 
transform society knows no bounds. The organising committee 
has been supported by Micheline Calmy-Rey, who, as federal 
adviser responsible for the Foreign Affairs Department from 2003 
to 2011, enjoyed an international influence proper to Switzerland 
in mediating between different points of view. It wishes to place 
the inspiring setting of Lake Geneva and the superb architecture 
and infrastructural resources of the region at the service of the 
UIA and a wide-ranging discussion on the future of an architec-
ture facing worldwide challenges. Our application is supported by 
the local sections of two professional associations, the Federation 
of Swiss Architects (FAS) and the Society of Engineers and 
Architects (SIA) along with the Swiss Conference of Architects 
(CSA). The cantons of Vaud, Geneva and Valais and the towns of 
Evian, Geneva, Montreux, Nyon and Vevey have come together to 
support Lausanne with the result that application represents the 
entire Lake Geneva area.

Betokening an opening towards the future and to the world, an 
international competition for architecture students to design 
the presentation space for the Lausanne candidature in Seoul 
has been launched (www.lausanneuia2023.ch). The jury, com-
prising architects representing France (Patrick Bouchain, Paris), 
German-speaking Switzerland (Victoria Easton, Basel), the Valais 
(Catherine Gay Menzel, Monthey) Geneva (Tarramo Broennimann), 
Lausanne and the canton of Vaud (Jeanne Della Casa and Sarah 
Nedir), and Philippa de Roten, Director of Society and Culture at 
Swiss Television, to judge the projects in July in Evian, in an iconic 
modern building, Jean Prouvé’s refreshment bar with views of 
Lausanne and Lake Geneva.

A total of 73 projects from five continents were submitted, a per-
fect representation of the ambitions of the Lake Geneva appli-
cation to host the 28th UIA Congress — to allow architects from 
throughout the world to find a place where their ideas for the future 
can be discussed constructively, in an exceptionally inspiring set-
ting. The proposal that was selected, represented by a slide which 
showed a life-size image of the iconic window onto the lake of the 
green room that Le Corbusier built in Corseaux, is a clear illus-
tration of how a place designed to allow people to meet around a 
table can be placed in dialogue with the universal image of gran-
diose scenery using very simple means, how human beings and 
their environment, the everyday and the timeless, large and small 
scales can be placed in the dynamic and harmonious relationship 
to each other.

Contact Comité de candidature Lausanne UIA 2023
 

p/a Manuel Bieler
Localarchitecture
Rue de la Vigie 3 
CH-1003 Lausanne

mb@localarchitecture.ch 
+41 21 310 68 98 

The Lake Geneva application to organise the 28th UIA Congress 
has been supported by Ms Micheline Calmy-Rey, federal adviser 
responsible for the Foreign Affairs Department from 2003 to 
2011. She acted as President of the Swiss Confederation in 2007 
and 2011.

The committee comprises:

President

Manuel Bieler, FAS architect,SIA

Members

Jeanne Della Casa, FAS architect, SIA, President FAS Romandie
Héloïse Gailing, SIA architect
Matthieu Jaccard, architect and art historian, Lausanne
Nicolas Monnerat, FAS, SIA architect
Sarah Nedir, FAS architect, SIA, President of FAS Romandie
Christina Zoumboulakis, FSU architect, SIA, President of SIA Vaud
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Vevey-Montreux

Evian

Lausanne

Lake Geneva

Switzerland

France

Rhône

Rhône
Geneva

Nyon

25 min.

36 min.

30 min.

The Leman region, from the French language “Lac Leman”, the 
biggest lake in Europe, is famous because of its geographical set-
ting. The lake and the cities around him, Geneva, Nyon, Lausanne, 
Montreux, Vevey and Evian-les-Bains are surrounded by two 
major mountains chain; the Jura and the Alps with vineyards at 
their foot. Have a journey on the summit of those mountains and 
you will understand rapidly the expression “Les pieds dans l’eau!” 
(the waterfront).

It is a privileged geographical location at the centre of Europe. All 
cities listed are easily accessible by train, car, boat and airplane 
with Geneva International Airport. With the train station from 
Geneva airport you can reach directly Nyon, Lausanne, Montreux, 
Vevey and Evian-les-bains (in 2020). Lausanne and Geneva are 
also connected directly from Paris with the TGV (fast train).

And last but not least, our country known for its quality of hos-
pitality has also a stable political environment and a climate of 
safety much appreciated by business travellers. Performance and 
reliability, Swiss values per excellence, characterize its different 
infrastructures.

To summarize they are top 10 reasons to organize UIA world con-
gress 2023 in our region:

1 In the hearth of Europe: An international airport, with direct flights 
to over 140 destinations, low cost carriers & high-speed trains 
from and to European cities

2 Only 6 minutes: The shortest journey time by train in Europe from 
the airport to the city centre of Geneva

3 Free public transport for all the guests for the duration of their 
stay in a hotel in all the region

4 8%: The lowest VAT rate in Europe is in Switzerland 

5 Lausanne, Geneva, Nyon, Montreux-Vevey and Evian-les-Bains 
are human sized cities All cities are certified sustainability

6 5 congress and exhibition centres capacity in Switzerland 

7 Part of the Schengen area 

8 High quality hotel infrastructure: not less than 247 hotels for the 
moment representing 18’117 bedrooms 

9 A network of low budget incomes accommodation representing 
around 1’940 rooms. And A great hub of couchsurfing (free lodg-
ing) for low budget: 10’607 host in Geneva, 8’117 in Lausanne-
Montreux-Vevey region and 919 in Evian-les-Bains. 

10 One of Europe’s most beautiful regions with its lake surrounded 
by magnificent mountain landscapes

 2.
Congress City
The Leman Region
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Lausanne, the Olympic Capital

At only 42 minutes from Geneva-Cointrin international Airport (by 
rail or car), Lausanne is on the junction of a major highway and 
rail arteries. For example, every 30 minutes, trains depart for all 
of Switzerland’s major cities — with easy connections to more 
remote areas. Paris and Milan are 3h50 min. away by high-speed 
train, and are served 3 to 8 times a day.

The city of Lausanne overlooks Lake Geneva with sweeping views 
of its turquoise water appearing from each street corner, square 
and every window.

As home to a population of 130’000 and the hub of a metropol-
itan area of 337’000 (including 80’000 international residents) 
Lausanne boast business, cultural, sports and educational facil-
ities that are truly remarkable for a city of its size. It is the capital 
of the State of Vaud and, having been the seat of the International 
Olympic Committee since 1915, it was in 1994 designated Olympic 
Capital. It is also the headquarters of more than fifty international 
sports federations and over thirty multinationals. Today Lausanne 
is considered the worldwide capital of sports administration.

But Lausanne is also renowned for its international institutions 
of higher education with universities like UNIL, EPFL ranked 
among the top of the worlds and not to forget IMD world num-
ber 1 in management and EHL world number one in hospitality. 
Not to mention the latest implementation of the AGORA centre in 
oncology and cancer with the support of 1 billion dollars from the 
Ludwig institution and the Brain project, a joint collaboration with 
the University of Geneva: the biggest world project in Neurology. 
Reason the meeting and conferences has been developed to offer 
a strong network of meeting venues including 2 congress centres 
that can welcome up to 5’000 participants.

Performance and reliability, Swiss values per excellence char-
acterize the region and will pleased the visitors and participants 
of UIA 2023. For an overall impression of the region, watch Lake 
Geneva Region’s short movie on:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=etvsYTx-WCw

Cultural events Lausanne active summer is expressed by sports outdoor events, 
being the capital of sports.

August Pique-nique du 1er aout, Triathlon de Lausanne, 3×3 Lausanne 
Masters

September Equissima Lausanne, International Longines Horse-Show of 
Lausanne, BD-FIL — Festival de bande dessinée de Lausanne, 
La Nuit des musées de Lausanne et Pully
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Cultural events Summer period in Geneva is synonym of music outdoor festival. 

August Fêtes de Genève, Geneva Lake Festival, Musées du XXIe siècle —
Ambitions, visions, défis

September Bâtie Festival, The Giants — Royal de Luxe Nantes, Concours 
hippique international

Geneva, Capital of Peace

World-renowned as the “Capital of Peace”, the city is home to the 
European headquarters of the United Nations and its specialized 
agencies, to over 280 international organisations and NGOs, and 
to numerous international corporations. Today, 41 percent of the 
city’s inhabitants are foreign, enhancing the remarkable cultural 
diversity expressed in Geneva’s exemplary openness to the world. 
Regarding the scientific field the University of Geneva has a 
strong international reputation for the quality of its research. In 
addition to excellent medical clinics, Geneva University Hospitals 
manage a first-class research program. The renowned CERN is 
one of the biggest and most prestigious scientific laboratories 
in the world. Furthermore the city is a big economic hub in many 
fields providing unique synergies and partnerships. This dynamic 
environment has made of Geneva one of the top destinations for 
world-class international conferences and congresses.

An international meeting venue ideally situated in the heart of 
Europe, a financial and technological hub with a global repu-
tation, Geneva is a cosmopolitan city, a unique and particularly 
privileged setting for the meetings industry that takes its visitors 
by surprise.

Meeting facilities with state-of-the-art technology, hotels equipped 
to the most exacting standards and highly skilled personnel are 
other assets that attract meetings professionals. You find in Geneva 
the best of Swiss quality and stability.

The city also has a human dimension. It is known for the quality 
of life its visitors are delighted to discover. Regarding the activi-
ties Geneva offers you an array of exciting possibilities. Thanks to 
a rich past, a magnificent natural environment and an outstand-
ing range of fine dining opportunities, the Smallest of the world’s 
great cities is a prime-choice destination for the organization of 
any event.
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Cultural events During the entire year, the Nyon region comes alive with a series 
of events, exhibitions and shows. 

August JVAL Openair Music Festival, Triathlon International de Nyon, 
Gourmet Festival, Far festival des arts vivants

September Nyon Street Food Festival, Les Livres sur les quais, Journée 
Européenne du Patrimoine, Romande Energie Eun, Festival Jazz 
de Rolle, Fête de la Vigne (wine festival), Désalpe (traditionnal 
cows herds returns from mountains)

Nyon, a multi facetted destination 

 Ideally located between Lausanne and Geneva, Nyon and its area 
has been selected for the UIA 2023 congress for multiple reasons. 
The Nyon region offers many different attractions. Its rich cul-
tural heritage and a vast choice of regional products make Nyon 
a dream destination with sites to discover, places to relax and new 
dishes to taste. The charming town is located only 30 minutes 
away from Lausanne and can easily be reached in a half an hour 
by train or on a pleasant boat trip on the Lake Geneva within two 
and half hours. From the Jura mountains to the sunny shores of 
Lake Geneva, whether on holidays or on business, local and inter-
national visitors can fulfill their most diverse wishes.

Behind the appearance of a tranquil small town, modern Nyon 
is hiding a prestigious past. In the peaceful old town’s alleyways 
curious visitors are confronted with a cultural heritage more than 
2000 years old. Numerous vestiges of the civilizations that have 
settled in the area one after the other are still visible today: the 
Roman columns at the Place des Maronniers and the amphithe-
ater, discovered in 1996, as well as the castle of Nyon, which was 
built between 1574 and 1583. Nyon’s surroundings also offer a 
wide variety of cultural activities. From the Roman Museum, the 
Swiss National Museum in Prangins to the castles of Rolle and 
Coppet, with a stop at Bonmont Abbey and the small La Harpe 
island in Rolle, or the Historical Farming Center at the Chiblins 
Mill, visitors can look at all aspects of local life: past or present, 
famous or unknown, ancient or recent. 

The vine occupies a special position in the region. Planted on the 
gentle slopes of Leman, they are a measure of the passing of time, 
changing color, according to the seasons. The vineyards, which 
sometimes seem to dive into the waters of the lake, also shelter vil-
lages of character. The Nyon region is home to the vineyards of La 
Côte, which are the most important vineyards in terms of size and 
production. Nyon is part of the AOC La Côte label, which includes 
270 hectares of vineyards, is the most western and southerly part 
of Vaud. It benefits from a favorable climate, thanks to its proximity 
to the lake, to its gentle rain and to plenty of sun.
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Cultural events During the entire year, the Montreux-Vevey region comes alive 
with a series of events, exhibitions and shows. The program is rich 
below is a list of the main events. 

August Festival Nox Orae, Septembre Muscial Festival, Acro Show on the 
water, le festival des artistes de rue (cultural live theatre festival)

September Rencontre Suisse d’œnotourisme, Lavaux Passion (Wine festival), 
Fête des vendanges de Lutry (Wine picking festival), Montreux 
Acrobatie (international acrobats festival)

Montreux-Vevey, Capital of Jazz

Montreux Riviera represents the ideal place for short visits and 
unforgettable events. Ideally nestled between Lake Geneva and 
the Alps, Montreux Riviera is a perfect destination for meetings 
and events. Direct access from the Airport of Geneva, our desti-
nation is the perfect place to support international congresses, or 
motivation-trips. 

Situated in the Lavaux Vineyards UNESCO World Heritage set-
ting, offering the most visited site in Switzerland (Chateau Chillon) 
and also known as the Swiss Riviera thanks to its micro-climate, 
Montreux-Vevey has attracted people from all over the world 
at every time of the year. A wide range of overnight accommo-
dations, romantic wine-villages, medieval castles and elegant 
“Belle Epoque” edifice attest to great variety of the region. An 
international all-year program of festivals and culture as well as 
exceptional event locations make out, Montreux-Vevey is also an 
attractive destination for the meetings and conferences. 

With venues that can welcome from 10 to 2000 participants and 
with an accommodation community that offers 2500 rooms from 
basic hotels to palaces located along the lake within walking dis-
tance from the Montreux Music & Convention Centre, 2m2c and 
the railway station Montreux and Vevey is a perfect setting for 
mid-size events and special sessions.

If you associate this environment with all the famous local archi-
tecture places that will be included in the project (i.e Villa le Lac, 
Le Corbusier) Montreux-Vevey will more than surprise you.
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Evian, the pearl of Leman

Evian, located at 20 minutes from Lausanne by boat. Known as 
the « pearl of Leman », Nestled between the lake and the moun-
tains, Evian benefits from a truly exceptional natural environment 
that has made it an internationally famous tourist resort.

Its proximity to the ski resorts makes it a dream destination to 
enjoy the snowy slopes during the winter and the verdant moun-
tain pastures during the summer.

The spa town of Evian is internationally renowned for its quality 
thermal facilities. Here, you’ll find complete information on the 
many well-being and fitness cures and treatments on offer.

Evian is also a rich cultural destination! Its historic heritage, the 
Palais Lumière from the famous architect Mr. Brunnarius and 
numerous other sites dedicated to art and spectacle further enrich 
the town’s architecture and quality tourist and discovery offer.

Evian is recognized as a destination for Business Meetings (con-
ferences, seminars, incentives, conventions...) Thanks to the 
diversity and quality of meeting places, receptive skills (950 hotel 
rooms) and an exceptional setting between lake and mountains. 

Cultural events Evian offers a lot of activities around the thermal resort and the 
golf club. The Casino, the resorts and the Palais Lumière are host-
ing exhibitions and concerts all year long.

August Festival Belle Epoque, Estival Théâtrales (Theater Summer Festival), 
Fireworks of August 15th

September Evian Championship (golf)
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 Accesibility

Leman region is the new must-be destination for conventions, 
conferences, meetings and business travel. It is easily reached 
from all over European major cities, being directly connected by 
train and airplanes. 

Once in the region of Lake Geneva and its beautiful surround-
ing and cities, your guests and participants will be immersed in 
a unique region, perfectly placed in the Leman region and in the 
Alps, and where the worlds of sport, culture, technology, health, 
research, and innovation all meet.

Geneva Airport is connected to all major European hubs. It is an 
extensive network of 142 direct destinations worldwide, 23 of 
which are intercontinental, and with 55 airlines linking the region 
from the 5 continents whose 16 are low cost companies. 

If you don’t get the international direct flight from your country, 
you will be no more than 1h30 from all major European hubs air-
port like London, Madrid, Paris, Rome, Amsterdam, Frankfurt, 
Vienna or Brussels. 

Geneva airport welcomes the major airline Alliances! Skyteam , 
StarAlliance, Oneworld. Which represents no more than 61 differ-
ent airlines doing codesharing, simplifying your travel logistic. 

List of cities with direct flights

You will find hereunder the exhaustive list of direct flights you can 
get for Geneva. Showing that our Leman airport is linked to all 
major hubs also (in bold).

• Abu Dhabi
• Ajaccio
• Alghero
• Algiers
• Alicante
• Amman
• Amsterdam
• Antalya 
• Asturias / Oviedo 
• Athens
• Barcelona
• Bastia 
• Beijing
• Beirut
• Belgrade
• Berlin
• Biarritz
• Bilbao
• Bordeaux
• Brest 
• Brindisi
• Bristol
• Brussels
• Bucharest

• Budapest
• Cagliari
• Cairo
• Calvi
• Casablanca
• Catania
• Copenhagen
• Corfu
• Djerba
• Doha
• Dubai
• Dublin
• Dubrovnik 
• Dusseldorf
• Edinburgh
• Faro
• Figari
• Florence
• Frankfurt
• Hamburg
• Helsinki
• Heraklion
• Hurghada
• Ibiza

• Istanbul-Atatürk
• Istanbul-Sabiha
• Jeddah
• Kiev
• Krakow 
• Kuwait
• La Rochelle 
• Las Palmas 
• Lille
• Lisbon
• Liverpool
• London-City
• London-Gatwick
• London-Heathrow
• London-Luton
• Lugano
• Luxembourg
• Madrid
• Mahon
• Malaga
• Malta 
• Manchester
• Marrakech
• Marseille 

• Minsk 
• Monastir
• Montreal
• Moscow-Domo.
• Moscow-Sher.
• Munich
• Mykonos
• Nantes
• Naples
• New York-JFK
• New York-Newark
• Newcastle
• Nice
• Olbia
• Oslo
• Palermo
• Palma de Mallorca
• Paris-CDG
• Paris-Orly
• Pisae
• Porto
• Prague
• Pristina
• Reykjavik

• Rhodos
• Riga 
• Riyadh
• Rome
• Santiago 
 de Compostela
• Santorin
• Sevilla
• Sofia
• Split
• Stockholm
• Tel Aviv
• Tenerife
• Thessaloniki 
• Tivat 
• Toulouse
• Tunis
• Valencia
• Venice
• Vienna
• Warsaw
• Washington 
• Zakynthos 
• Zurich
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Lausanne Public Transportation

Lausanne, city of around 337’000 inhabitants and with its met-
ropolitan area of Lausanne-Geneva with over 1.2 million inhab-
itants, is the smallest city in the world offering an underground 
with 28 metro stations. In 2012, the metro had a total of more 
than 12 million users. Not to forget its bus public transportation 
that has handled in 2012 more than a million users. 

The main transport tool, the buses, offers a maximum of services 
with 37 lines spread out to its regions and nearby cities; its net-
work enable easy movement as all the different type of transport 
modes are linked to main transport noodles.

Also, Lausanne offers a lake shuttle service linked to 2 main cities 
in France, Thonon and Evian, neighbours of Lausanne. It takes 20 
minutes to reach Evian-les-Bains.

Free public transport
Every guest staying in a hotel in Lausanne will receive the “Lausanne 
Transport Card”, which allows free travelling on Lausanne public 
transport system. The card is issued upon arrival at the Lausanne 
Tourism office at the train station or it can be picked upon arrival 
at the hotel on check-in and is valid for the duration of the reserva-
tion, including the day of departure. In addition, several museums 
& tourism attractions (including boat trips) offer important reduc-
tions to the card holders.

Geneva Public transportation
Geneva Public Transport (TPG) is a real spider nest. It is well struc-
tured in such a way that all neighbourhood of the city and its region 
do have at least a minimum of 2 stops. And Geneva is listed among 
the winners that had elected best public transportation network. 
The TPG operates trams, trolleybuses, buses but also boats for 
the Canton of Geneva and also serves some regions in neighbour-
ing France. Local rail services are provided by the Chemins de Fer 
Fédéraux (Swiss Federal Railways) and passenger ferries across 
the lake by the Mouettes Genevoises Navigation. The TPG shares 
a common fare system (Unireso) with these services and some in 
neighbouring France so that a single ticket can be used for any 
public transport within its zones and times of validity.

Nyon Public transportation
Nyon is a small city but offers the perfect public transportation 
logistic enabling to move easily in the area. All buses are con-
nected to Geneva; nyon being a suburb of the international city 
because of its easy access by train. Just to explain, it takes max-
imum 20 minutes with the train to reach each other cities. And 
again, any participants of the congress will have the free trans-
portation pass to travel anywhere.
 

Montreux-Vevey  Public transportation
Montreux-Vevey public transportation company is a community 
service supporting daily more than 20’000 passengers within the 
two cities. But also connecting all the surrounding cities. Just 
watching the map of the transportation network we understand 
that because the region is on an uphill situation. As a result hard 
to access. Montreux-Vevey has found the solution in delivering a 
strong network that offers easy connection all the touristic places 
and providers like the few hotels that could be situated on the 
suburb. This city is used to big events. As an example every year 
during the month of July they handle for a period of two weeks the 
presence of 240’000 visitors and 50’000 nights at hotels. Thus it 
is better to offer the free public transportation pass.

 Evian-les-Bains Public transportation
Evian is a big small city. Big because it welcomes international 
events, like G8 summit of the yearly international golf champion-
ship or the yearly F1 water racing boats. Most of the touristic pro-
viders like hotels, conference centres or the casino are situated 
in the city centre. But most of it is for the suburb inhabitants. For 
Leman 2023, all venues will be within walking access.

Réseau urbain TPN
Lignes 801 à 805

Navette 
Gare-Village
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`
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`
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`
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`
Bus local 
de Gland
Ligne 831

`
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`
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CarPostal
MBC  : Transports publics de la région Morges - Bière - Cossonay
TL : Transports publics de la région lausannoise
TPC : Transports publics du Chablais
TPF : Transports publics fribourgeois
TPN : Transports publics de Nyon
TRAVYS : Transports publics Vallée de Joux - Yverdon - Sainte-Croix
VMCV : Transports publics Vevey - Montreux - Chillon - Villeneuve
SNCF : Transport express régional (TER) Franche-Comté
SAPJV : Société des Auto-transports du Pied du Jura Vaudois

Desserte routière

Grandes lignes : TGV, EC, IC, ICN, IR

RE Genève — Lausanne — Vevey / — Palézieux — Romont
R Morges — Yverdon-les-Bains — Neuchâtel / RE Morges — Yverdon-les-Bains
R Lausanne — Vallorbe
R/RE Lausanne — Saint-Maurice
R Lausanne — Romont / RE Lausanne — Payerne
R Morges — Yverdon-les-Bains — Neuchâtel / RE Morges — Yverdon-les-Bains
RER Fribourgois : Palézieux / Bulle — Romont — Fribourg — Berne

RER Vaudois
Ligne 1 : Yverdon-les-Bains — Lausanne — Villeneuve
Ligne 2 : Vallorbe — Lausanne — Palézieux
Ligne 3 : Allaman — Lausanne — Villeneuve
Ligne 4 : Allaman — Lausanne — Palézieux
Ligne 11 : Lausanne — Yverdon-les-Bains (accéléré)
Ligne 21 :  Lausanne — Palézieux — Payerne (accéléré)
Ligne 31 :  Vevey — Puidoux-Chexbres (train des vignes)

R Vallorbe — Le Pont
R Yverdon — Payerne — Fribourg

RER Genevois
Coppet — Genève — Lancy-Pont-Rouge

Autres lignes hors du canton de Vaud

BLS : Neuchâtel — Ins — Kerzers — Bern // Payerne — Murten — Kerzers — Bern

MBC : Chemin de fer  Morges — Apples — Bière // Apples — L'Isle — Mont-la-Ville

LEB : Chemin de fer Lausanne — Echallens — Bercher

MOB : Chemin de fer Montreux — Oberland bernois
MVR : Transports de la région Montreux — Vevey — Riviera
Ligne Vevey — Blonay — Les Pléiades
Ligne Montreux — Glion — Caux — Les Rochers de Naye

NStCM : Chemin de fer Nyon — St-Cergue — La Cure

TL : Transports publics lausannois
Ligne m1 :  Lausanne-Flon — UNIL — EPFL — Renens-CFF
Ligne m2 :  Ouchy — Lausanne-Flon — Epalinges

TPC : Transports publics du Chablais
Ligne Aigle — Leysin
Ligne Aigle — Le Sépey — Les Diablerets 
Ligne Aigle — Ollon — Monthey — Champéry
Lignes Bex — Villars-sur-Ollon et Villars-sur-Ollon — Col-de-Bretaye

TPF : Transports publics fribourgeois
Ligne Palézieux — Châtel-Saint-Denis — Bulle — Montbovon

TRAVYS : Transports publics Vallée de Joux - Yverdon - Sainte-Croix
Ligne Yverdon — Sainte-Croix
Ligne Orbe — Chavornay
Ligne Le Pont — Le Brassus

Desserte ferroviaire

Points d'arrêt des trains grandes lignes (TVG, EC, IC, ICN, IR)
Points d'arrêt régional (bus ou train)
Arrêt de train sur demande / Desserte à certaine heure (vérifier l’horaire)
Funiculaire                                          Bateau
Cadres-horaires des trains, funiculaire et bateaux et désignation des lignes du RER Vaud
Lignes de la région Canton de Vaud (cadre-horaire 10.XXX)
Lignes de la région Canton du  Valais (cadre-horaire 12.XXX)
Lignes de la région Canton de Fribourg (cadre-horaire 20.XXX)
Ligne de la région Canton de Neuchâtel (cadre-horaire 21.392)
Trains régionaux ne circulant qu’à certaines heures (renforts heures de pointe)
Circulation saisonnière
Circulation à certaines périodes

Explication des signes
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General Navigation Company

In addition to the very efficient train network, Lake Geneva offers a 
great transit way: Shipping.

With a 16 vessels Fleet, the CGN company is transporting up to 
2’300’000 passengers per year and desserving 32 cities around 
Geneva Lake. It offers tourist cruises and rental private services, 
but it’s also used by commuters crossing the border between 
France and Switzerland everyday. It is a is a quick, economical 
and ecological way to link the two shores of Lake Geneva.

As a partner of the Lausanne UIA 2023 Congress, the CGN com-
pany will offer an exclusive service of transportation for all the 
congress participants. Seven Belle Epoque Ships will be pro-
vided in order to transport participants staying in hotels outside 
Lausanne to reach the congress venue every morning.

More than a transportation, we offer to participants a unique 
moment where they can meet, talk about the conferences they’ve 
atended, the ones they couldn’t… During this networking time, 
they will enjoy the view on the surrounding landscape. Commuting 
sure will be a highlight of the congress!

Besides, those same boats will be used during the second and 
the third days of the congress to transport participants from one 
venue to another. During the trip, we will offer worshops and small 
conferences. It will allow the attendees to work in small group and 
exchange ideas about specific topic.
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Vevey-Montreux

Evian

Lausanne

Lake Geneva

Switzerland

France

Rhône

Rhône
Geneva

Nyon

Dates Events Venues Duration Nb of participants

Sun. Conseil UIA  Lausanne Beau-Rivage 1 day 40–50

10.9.23 Réception bienvenue  Evian Prouvé evening 100–150

Mon. Opening ceremony  EPFL / Lausanne Swiss Tech ½ day 2’000–3’000

11.9.23 Congress Learning Center ½ day Groups 10–200

Tues. Congress and 

Architectural tours

 Lake Geneva 7 CGN boats 1 day Groups 10–200

12.9.23  Lausanne Aula des Cèdres

Aquatis

Salle Métropole

 Nyon Musée du Léman

Usine à gaz

 Geneva Sicli

BFM Forces Motrices

 Evian La Grange au lac

Palais lumière

 Vevey-Montreux Salle du château

2m2c

Castillo

Weds. Congress and 

Architectural tours

 Lake Geneva 7 CGN boats 1 day Groups 10–200

13.9.23  Lausanne Aula des Cèdres

Aquatis

Salle Métropole

 Nyon Musée du Léman

Usine à gaz

 Geneva Sicli

BFM Forces Motrices

 Evian La Grange au lac

Palais lumière

Salle du château

 Vevey-Montreux 2m2c

Castillo

Thurs. Congress and 

Architectural tours

 Geneva Sicli 1 day Groups 10–200

14.9.23 BFM Forces Motrices

Closing ceremony CICG ½ day 2’000

Evening Gala  Lake Geneva 7 CGN boats Evening 1’500

Fri. Architectural tours  Switzerland CFF 500–700

15.9.23 UIA assembly  Lausanne Aula des Cèdres 1 day 500

Sat. Architectural tours  Switzerland CFF 500–700

16.9.23 UIA assembly  Lausanne Aula des Cèdres 1 day 500

Sun. Architectural tours  Switzerland CFF 500–700

17.9.23 UIA assembly  Lausanne Aula des Cèdres ½ day 500

Council meeting Beau-Rivage ½ day 40–50

 3.
Congress Dates
and Schedule
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Vevey-Montreux

Evian

Lausanne

Lake Geneva

Switzerland

France

Rhône

Rhône
Geneva

Nyon

Leman region is an ideal region to make your International con-
gress different. Like no elsewhere. We offer you different cities 
all situated around the lake, offering a unique natural setting that 
will be linked with the famous and historic vessels fleet worldwide 
known, the CGN belle époque boats dating from 1904. 

With Geneva and its international events setting at the end of the 
lake, Nyon and its historical architecture on the way to Lausanne, 
Lausanne on the lake shore with its famous architecture prized 
building and Evian-les-Bains facing Lausanne on the other side 
of the lake; in addition to Montreux-Vevey, the UNESCO heri-
tage region that preserves a rich environment named the Riviera 
of Switzerland because of its Mediterranean climate, the Leman 
region offers more than a natural and beautiful setting. Behind 
that scene the Leman region offers no more than 134 classified 
architectural structures among them around 20 venues will be 
used for the Lausanne UIA 2023 world congress.

 4.
Venues

Capacity Capacity

Venue Banquet Theatre

1 Malley Arena 10’000

2 Rolex Learning Center 600

3 Swiss Tech Convention Center 2’140 3’000

4 Aula des Cèdres 120 500

5 Salle Métropole 2’000

6 Beau Rivage Palace 350 400

7 Aquatis 300

8 CGN Boats 1’190 4’500

9 CICG 800 2’196

10 BFM 500 985

11 Sicli 450 450

12 Musée du Léman 50 200

13 Usine à gaz 200

14 2M2C 1’450 1’800

15 Salle Del Castillo 250 600

16 Château de Chillon 230 350

17 Le Palais Lumière 375

18 La Grange au Lac 1’150

19 Buvette Prouvé 50 200

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

14 15 16

17 18

12

19

13

9 10 11
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2  Rolex Learning Center

Lausanne The Rolex Learning Center, designed by the internationally 
renowned Japanese architectural firm SANAA, is both a learn-
ing lab, a library with 500,000 books and an international cultural 
center. It is open to both students and the public. On a continuous 
surface of 20’000 m2 it offers services, libraries, information cen-
ters, social spaces, places of study, restaurants, cafes and mag-
nificent exteriors. The building is extremely innovative, with gentle 
slopes and terraces undulating around inner “patios”. Not to men-
tion the almost invisible pillars that support the curved roof, a 
structure that required new construction methods.

The Rolex Forum, a space for conferences and shows, can seat 600 
arranged around a circular 70 m2 removable stage. It is equipped 
with all the current technologies — fixed control, a beamer, a 
retractable screen, and projectors. A cloakroom, direct access for 
deliveries, and a lodge are planned for in the basement. 

Theatre Capacity

600
Banquet Capacity

10’000
Rooms

10
AV package 
included in the 
costing of the use 
of the hall

1  Malley Arena

Lausanne The H20 Project. This is the name of the future project that will be 
due for the young Olympic games in 2020. Indeed, this project is 
a global event infrastructure that will be used for the opening of 
the young Olympic games in 2020.

In this project, you will find an aquatic centre for the water compe-
tition, an event centre for conferences and social events, a centre 
for table tennis and fencing, a parking lot for more than 200 cars 
and finally the ice skating ring that will be able to welcome 10’000 
visitors for skating events but also for any social events that will 
need to welcome such a number of participants.
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The main auditorium can be divided into two rooms with movable 
partitions. The smaller-capacity auditorium can accommodate 
1’757 people in theater-style configuration and a second event 
can be held simultaneously in the separate, lower mezzanine area. 
The enclosed lower mezzanine can hold 360 pax.
 
Using modular walls, the mezzanine can be transformed into a sep-
arate, 456-seat auditorium with its own 500 m2 foyer, making it pos-
sible to hold several events at the same time. The foyer can be used 
as a reception area, coffee break spot, or even an exhibition hall.
 
The 1’498 m2 of meeting rooms on the ground level can be subdi-
vided into a variety of spaces. Using modular walls, this area can 
be configured to suit your needs: 5, 10, or 15 rooms starting from 
150 seats up to 400 max.

Thanks to their location, these rooms enjoy optimal sunlight; 
therefore can offer an additional space for a poster and / or exhi-
bition area. A zone where exhibitors will feel privileged being situ-
ated in front of the sessions doors; Thus the same for the poster. 
The disposal can be updated upon the request of the organizers.Banquet Capacity

2’140
Theatre Capacity

3’000
Rooms

18
AV package 
included in the 
costing

3  Swiss Tech Convention Center

Lausanne In 2014, EPFL has opened the world’s first fully-automated con-
gress center, the Swiss Tech Convention Center. The resulting 
infrastructure, which includes ultra-modern equipment, is flexible 
and modular, with the possibility of being divided into auditori-
ums with 330, 468, 1670, 2135 or 3000 places, using computer 
commands. In a few minutes, the amphitheatre seating 2135 peo-
ple converts easily into a banqueting hall of 1890 m2. The gallery 
has 865 places, and at garden level we feature around 15 break-
out rooms. But this incredible building offers even more: produc-
tion of electricity using solar cells and sensors on the sides of the 
building. This construction of 1’000 metric ton of glass and metal 
is hold by a complex and original structure: A metal frame to offer 
a light expression and a strong structure.
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4  Aula des Cèdres

Lausanne Built by the famous architect Jean Tschumi, the Aula des Cèdres 
is distinguished by its audacious architecture and its exceptional 
setting.

The Aula des Cèdres is composed of:
• An audience of 500 seats
• A 100-seat conference room
• A reception and exhibition space of 400 m2 with a fixed table 

arrangement for 120 people

Banquet Capacity

120
Theatre Capacity

500
AV package 
included 
in the costing

5  Salle Métropole

Lausanne This famous music and event venue, is situated in the heart of 
the city. It offers a modular space that can welcome from 500 to 
2’000 places. It has been completely renovated and was reopened 
in October 2015. It offers an exceptional acoustics, being built 
especially for concerts, shows, general assemblies and corporate 
parties.

Theatre Capacity

2’000
AV package 
included 
in the costing
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6  Beau Rivage Palace 

Lausanne Located in 10 acres of private gardens on the banks of Lake 
Geneva, the Beau-Rivage Palace commands breathtaking views 
across the lake to the majestic Alps beyond. Combining 150 years 
of grand Swiss hospitality with the most up-to-date facilities 
and services. 

From exclusive board meetings to high-tech conferences and 
impressive gala dinners, the hotel offers a flexible range of 12 ven-
ues with state-of-the-art technical equipment, high ceilings and 
hospitality areas for up to 600 people. All are air-conditioned and 
have natural daylight. Meet in the Belle-Epoque décor of the Salle 
Sandoz with its stained-glass cupola and sumptuous frescos or in 
a more contemporary atmosphere in the high-tech Forum confer-
ence room.

Banquet Capacity

350
Theatre Capacity

400
Rooms

12
AV package 
included 
in the costing

Conference Capacity

50 – 300 

7  Aquatis Aquarium Vivarium 

Lausanne  Aquatis Aquarium — Vivarium Lausanne will invite visitors to a 
freshwater odyssey across the 5 continents. A spectacular view of 
the aquatic fauna and flora with 46 aquariums / terrariums / vivari-
ums and 20 ecosystems.

It is this rich diversity, between a fantastic voyage of discovery 
and a scientific approach that takes each visitor to the heart of the 
world’s aquatic environments creating a durable and emotional 
link with water, source of life on our planet.
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8  CGN

Lake Geneva The big white ships of the Lake Geneva Shipping Company (CGN) 
which form one of the most beautiful Belle Epoque fleets in the 
world (Classified historical monuments) will be the backbone of 
the Lausanne UIA 2023 world congress. They will link the 5 cities 
situated on the lake shore. 

They are perfect venues for midsize and small sessions as for 
on-board dinners and charming cruises, combining the pleasure 
of good food and drink with the discovery of a fabulous country-
side. Evening event can include a 3-hour sailing or a great time 
alongside the private area deck on board CGN ships. A time 
engraved for sure in your memory!

AV package 
included 
in the costing

La Suisse
Putting into service

1910
Length

78.5 m
Capacity

850
Catering

200

Montreux
Putting into service

1904
Length

68.3 m
Capacity

560
Catering

120

Rhône
Putting into service

1904
Length

78.5 m
Capacity

560
Catering

120

Simplon
Putting into service

1915-1920
Length

78.5 m
Capacity

850
Catering

330

Savoie
Putting into service

1904
Length

68.3 m
Capacity

560
Catering

120

Vevey
Putting into service

1907
Length

66 m
Capacity

560
Catering

150

Italie
Putting into service

1908
Length

66 m
Capacity

560
Catering

150
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9  CICG

Geneva Your convention, seminar or exhibition can be conveniently and 
comfortably held in two separate conference centres. The CICG 
provides meeting rooms for 20 to 2’200 participants. They are 
ideally located in the immediate vicinity of Place des Nations (UN) 
and within easy reach of the principal international organisations 
and diplomatic representations in Geneva.

The conference room is fully equiped with electronic voting system.

10  BFM

Geneva The old hydroelectric power station on the Rhône river was built 
between 1883 and 1892. The power station delivered water from 
the Rhône and the lake for the city’s fountains, households and 
factories by means of 18 turbine groups, until its closure in 1963. 

The building was classified as a protected historic monument in 
1988 and — after three years of refurbishment — converted into a 
theatre and venue in 1997.

Banquet Capacity

800
Banquet Capacity

500
Theatre Capacity

2’196
Theatre Capacity

985
Rooms

4
AV package 
included 
in the costing

AV package 
included 
in the costing
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Banquet and theater Capacity

450
AV package 
included 
in the costing

11  Sicli

Geneva This unique factory, which formerly produced fire extinguishers, 
was built in 1968 to 1969 by the engineering Heinz Isler. Simple 
based on two squares offering two distinctive area, those forms 
are structured on one and unique reinforced concrete piece and 
holds on seven pillars. It can host any kind of events from 450 per-
sons seated for a dinner to 1000 participants for a cocktail or dif-
ferent conference rooms.

12  Musée du Léman

Nyon This unique museum will be devoted to the creation of aware-
ness of ongoing challenges: combating pollution, maintaining 
the aquatic flora and fauna and the water quality of Lake Geneva. 
It will be used to preserve the heritage of the Lake Geneva. It will 
Incorporate and present the sciences and technologies of the 
Lake with considerable naval, subaquatic and limnological heri-
tage and the inhabitants — the populations who keep them alive.

Banquet Capacity

50
Theatre Capacity

200
AV package 
included 
in the costing
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14  2M2C

Montreux-Vevey The Montreux Music & Convention Centre stands for elegance, 
brightness and flexibility. The modern state-of-the-art building is 
situated on the beautiful shores of Lake Geneva, surrounded by 
gardens and the major hotels of the town. It is the perfect venue 
to host various meetings and conferences, exclusive events and 
outstanding product launches. The Centre, with 18’000 m2, offers 
23 modular meeting rooms all with panoramic views of the Lake 
and the Alps, and tailor made set-ups that can accommodate up 
to 3’500 participants. The expertise of their technical staff guar-
antees the complete success of your event and meets the require-
ments of the most demanding clients. The Montreux Music & 
Convention Centre is home of the world famous Montreux Jazz 
Festival and many other events.

Banquet Capacity

1’450
Theatre Capacity

1’800
Classroom Capacity

1’800
AV package 
included 
in the costing

13  Usine à Gaz

Nyon  Since its opening in February 1995, Usine à Gaz has become the 
cultural center of Nyon and its region, and it is now known and rec-
ognized both in Switzerland and abroad.

Usine à Gaz proposes each season between 60 and 75 shows 
and concerts (excluding private evenings for hire), selected on the 
basis of criteria of quality and originality, and favoring Swiss art-
ists. Eclectic, the Usine à Gaz program focuses on the Swiss and 
French creation, with a strong musical identity but offering a place 
of choice for different art: theatre, dance, humor, new circus and 
young audience shows.

Usine à Gaz, a singular and unique cultural project between the 
two cultural centers of Lausanne and Geneva. 

Theatre Capacity

200
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16  Château de Chillon

Montreux-Vevey The thousand years old citadel is an architectural jewel located 
in the most beautiful setting imaginable — on the shores of Lake 
Geneva, right at the foot of the Alps. 

This place is unique for any type of events; become the master or 
mistress of Château de Chillon for an evening! Treat yourself to a 
concert, stroll around the courtyards and gardens during a sun-
drenched cocktail party, savour the intimacy of a candlelit sup-
per or the delights of an enchanted gala dinner. Or surrender to 
the charm of a mediaeval evening beside an open fire. Chillon: 
a unique experience in the heart of one of Europe’s most presti-
gious castles.

Banquet Capacity

230
Theatre Capacity

350
AV package 
included 
in the costing

Classroom Capacity

615

15  Salle Del Castillo

Montreux-Vevey Situated by the lake on the Market Place, the Del Castillo venue 
can host banquets, shows, concerts, weddings or seminars. 
Totally renovated, this is the perfect place for all kinds of event.

Banquet Capacity

250
Theatre Capacity

600
AV package 
included 
in the costing
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18  La Grange au Lac

Evian-les-Bains The Grange au Lac is located in the grounds of the Royal and 
Ermitage hotels, planted with larch trees. 

The venue, with a capacity of almost 1’200 people, was designed 
by architect Patrick Bouchain from the Bouchain / Baos agency in 
Paris at the request of Antoine Riboud, in honour of the famous 
cellist Mstislav Rostropovich.

The auditorium, built entirely from pine and red cedar, enjoys 
a volume of 22 m in with, 47 m in length and 15 m in height, to 
which the staircases, galleries and boxes are attached to make it 
complete. A set of 14 identical trusses determines the building 
system of the structure.

This unique building is surely in the list of the “must see” in the 
region. Inevitably it will be among the stars of the Lausanne UIA 
2023 site visits.

Banquet Capacity

1’150
AV package 
included 
in the costing

17  Le Palais Lumière

Evian-les-Bains This architectural jewel is a national classified building. It is a 
superb example of spa-architectural from the early 20th century. 
Created by Ernest Brunnarius, it always impresses the visitors 
with its architectural rigour and unique beauty.

It offers 3500 m2 of space for events and conferences. An historic 
architectural building made for Lausanne UIA 2023. In details you 
can find an auditorium with 375 seats and 10 conference rooms 
with few reception lounges. It includes high-tech equipment and 
natural light in all rooms. And even the street in front of Le Palais 
Lumière can be privatised for your event.

Banquet Capacity

375
AV package 
included 
in the costing
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19  Buvette Prouvé

Evian-les-Bains In 1956, when the Buvette Cachat buildings (rue nationale / rue 
des sources) had become inadequate, the Société des eaux 
d’Evian ordered the architect Maurice Novarina and the engi-
neer Jean Prouvé a Buvette to which their names were given. The 
building faces Lake Geneva, in the old place of the Grand Hotel, 
on a gradient of greenery where, in the basement, the equipment 
of care and various equipments are installed.

The space is composed of three parts: the refreshment bar, 
the rest area and the music space. The ceiling is made of lami-
nated wood covered with insulation and aluminum sheet panels. 
The structure is metallic, like a glazed hall, with an alignment of 
“Y”pillars on a patella. It allows “an insensible passage between 
the exterior and the interior”. The cover is made of aluminum.

The Buvette Prouvé Novarina offers an architectural space for 
events and meetings. The open space allows a lot of different con-
figurations and the proximity of the lake offers an incredible view.

Banquet Capacity

50
Theatre Capacity

200
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Vevey-Montreux

Evian

Lausanne

Lake Geneva

Switzerland

France

Rhône

Rhône
Geneva

Nyon

The Leman region structured around the Lake Geneva and with 
a network of mid-size international cities offers a wide range of 
quality accommodation in a great environment known for its natu-
ral environment, its mountains and water.

In total if you aggregate Lausanne, Geneva, Evian-les-Bains, 
Montreux-Vevey and Nyon, the region offers not less than 276 
hotels (Geneva 131, Lausanne 58, Evian-les-bains 21, Montreux-
Vevey 52, Nyon 14), for the moment representing 18’117 bed-
rooms. By 2023, provisional number should increase by around 
20 hotels. 

For Lausanne UIA 2023, the low budget participants will also find 
the right accommodation. We work with a network of low budget 
incomes accommodation representing around 1’940 rooms. A 
great hub of couchsurfing (free lodging) for low budget is avail-
able: 10’607 host in Geneva, 8’117 in Lausanne-Montreux-Vevey 
region and 919 in Evian-les-Bains.

In addition we will also serve the participants with students lodg-
ing from the surrounding universities (UNIGE, HUG, EPFL, UNIL) 
and private regional institutions.

3’828 hotel rooms

2’288 hotel rooms

1’300 hotel rooms

627 hotel rooms

13’220 hotel rooms

Lausanne Even though Lausanne is a medium size city, the city being the 
Olympic capital and offering a lot of advantages for events organ-
isation, has a high concentration of multinationals, corporates 
and federations’ headquarters. To support these institutions, the 
MICE’s environment offers high value hotels services.

Wide choice of hotels in the centre or by the lake, it will take 5 
to 20 minutes at the most to reach the Swiss tech Convention 
Centre. 64 hotels (3’700 rooms / 7’000 beds), with also low cost 
accommodations (1’000 beds). We also work with Airbnb & 
Housetrip offering more than 700 places at an average cost 100 
CHF, and couchsurfing that list around 8’100 places.

Lausanne

Category

Number

of hotels

Number

of rooms

Number

of beds

Rates CHF

single room

Rates CHF double 

room (single occ.)

Rates CHF double 

room (double occ.)

5* deluxe 3 518 867 300–375 300–375 345–435

4* & 4* superior 11 1’220 1’972 180–230 180–230 230–275

3* 17 863 1’640 130–135 135–155 135–180

2* 6 470 1’037 80–100 100–120 100–135

Not classified 3 166 434    

within 10 km dist. 18 591 1’068    

Total 58 3828 7018    

 5.
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Geneva Geneva, the international city has a strong network of accommo-
dation and hotel for its size. This is due to the international orga-
nizations, the financial market and the events domain. We can say 
that all hotels are set in such a way that for Lausanne UIA 2023, 
any hotels will have a nearby public transportation line that will 
offer a way to move to any part of the city. The participant will find 
the hotel he will be looking for during his stay, even with low bud-
get situation. In addition, not to forget the actual free pass that will 
help in his daily travel logistic.

Geneva and its surrounding area have a capacity of 13’220 hotel 
rooms in international and local hotel chains. 600 beds are avail-
able in low cost and student accommodation.

Montreux-Vevey Montreux Riviera offers a wide choice of accommodation with 
a total of 2500 rooms for almost 60 facilities from the inn to the 
palace! The “walking distance” is a great advantage of Montreux. 
1’000 rooms are centrally located along the lake within walking 
distance from the congress centre and railway station. The entire 
destination proposes you 2’500 rooms. The Montreux Riviera 
Card is offered to every hosts by hotels and remains valid for the 
duration of the stay. You thus enjoy the free transport on the whole 
VMCV bus network and the Mobilis railways, as well as many 
other benefits.

Nyon True Nyon is a small city. But like any small towns it offers surprises. 
Nyon is not an exception in this, as it offers magnificent Castle 
hotels or typical small villages hotels where you will experience 
great relation with locals. Something you do not get in bigger cities.

 The hotels in the charming region of Nyon, have all you need for your 
business meetings and your incentive activities. Wine tasting, boat 
trips, a unique collection of castles, museums and much more.

Evian This french city is facing Lausanne. From the lake shore you can 
view Lausanne’ waterfront. It takes 20 minutes by boat to accost 
the boat docks from 05:00 am to 23:30 pm.

The nice aspect of this city is that most of the hotels are within the 
city center next to all event venues. Thus it is really easy to access 
most of the places on foot or even with a cable car from the town 
center and the congress areas. The city offers no less than 850 
rooms in classified hotels, of which half are in 4* and 5* hotels, 
and over 430 apartments with hotel services, tourism residences, 
holiday villages and accommodation centers. The evidence being 
that Evian is the home of the famous International Woman Golf 
Evian championship welcoming 36’000 visitors.

Geneva

Category

Number

of hotels

Number

of rooms

Rates CHF

single room

Rates CHF double room 

(single occ.)

Rates CHF double room 

(double occ.)

5* deluxe 14 700 300 300 450

International chain hotels 1’540

4* & 4* superior 30 3’290 240 240 300

3* 44 2’370 180 180 240

2* 12 1’240 120 120 180

Not classified 31 680    

Within 20 min.  3’400    

Total 131 13’220    

Montreux-Vevey

Category

Number

of hotels

Number

of rooms

Number

of beds

Rates CHF

single room

Rates CHF double 

room (single occ.)

Rates CHF double 

room (double occ.)

5* deluxe 5 572 974  260-350 340-380

4* & 4* superior 11 1’026 1’829 105-250 140-300 150-400

3* 18 433 804 110-190 110-190 140-230

2* 5 52 105    

Not classified 13 205 395    

Total 52 2’288 4’107    

Nyon

Category

Number

of hotels

Number

of rooms

Number

of beds

Rates CHF double room

(single occ.)

4* & 4* superior 7 308 571 90-290

3* 6 300 511 80-240

2* 1 19 38 90-140

Total 14 627 1’120  

Evian

Category

Number

of hotels

Number

of rooms

Rates CHF

single room

Rates CHF 

double room

5* deluxe 1 150   

4* & 4* superior 3 290   

3* 8 226 90-120 120-160

2* 5 145 80-100 80-110

Not classified 4 489 50-110 80-120

Total 21 1’300   

Lausanne UIA 202376 77Accommodation



Vevey-Montreux

Evian

Lausanne

Lake Geneva

Switzerland

France

Rhône

Rhône
Geneva

Nyon

Capacity Capacity

Venue Banquet Theatre

1 The Olympic Museum 450 200

2 Royal Savoy 380 485

3 Cité du Temps 180 180

4 Globe of Science & Innovation 250 1’500

5 Château de Nyon 100

6 Rosey Concert Hall 900

7 Le Nest 250 300

8 Centre nautique 300

1 2

8

5 6

3 4

Rich in hotels and palaces, the Leman region offers many varied 
possibilities for the organization of private events.

For their cocktails or exclusive meetings, delegations will have to 
choose between historical places, luxury hotels, alternative cul-
tural centers…

Here is a selection of Social venues with architectural interest. 
Congress Ships will also be available at night for any event up to 
500 people.

7

 6.
Social Venues
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1  The Olympic Museum

Lausanne An evening at the Museum, Olympic style. In a location of spec-
tacular dimensions, overlooking the Alps and Lake Geneva, create 
a powerful experience at the heart of the Olympic Movement and 
amidst the stuff of legends. The prestige of the venue, the quality 
and originality of the services, the strength and modernity of the 
Olympic ideal will provide your guests with long lasting memories.

Banquet Capacity

450
Theatre Capacity

200

2  Royal Savoy

Lausanne  Located in the heart of Lausanne between Ouchy, and the 
city center with the train station, the Royal Savoy Hotel & Spa 
Lausanne benefits from an ideal location for any meetings, busi-
ness meetings events taking place in the Leman region. Our prop-
erty features state-of-the art meeting technology that is able to 
meet the most discerning expectations of meeting planners.

Banquet Capacity

380
Theatre Capacity

485
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3  Cité du Temps

Geneva  This centre stages a wide range of exhibitions and activities. 
Among them, a permanent exhibition of Swatch watches from 
1983 to the present. The Cité du Temps offers numerous possi-
bilities: using the building privately for a cocktail party, renting an 
exhibition room for a dinner, a conference or even an art preview.

Banquet Capacity

180
Theatre Capacity

180

4  Globe of Science & Innovation

Geneva  The Globe of Science and Innovation, representing the Earth, 
embodies CERN’s message to society in the fields of science, 
particle physics, cutting edge technologies and applications. 
Measuring 27 metres high and 40 metres across, the Globe is an 
unprecedented visual landmark both day and night. The “Universe 
of Particles” exhibition on the ground floor takes visitors on an 
immersive journey into the world of particles, up to the Big Bang.

Banquet Capacity

160
Theatre Capacity

250
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6  Rosey Concert Hall

Nyon  Designed by architect Bernard Tschumi, the Rosey Concert Hall is 
a 900-seat venue, able to stage concerts, plays, musicals, operas 
and lectures, as well as a huge range of other cultural events.

With its 183m2 stage, wonderful acoustics, and attention given to 
the smallest detail, this is an exceptional space for performances of 
all sorts. A 227 m2 “Black Box” can accommodate less traditional 
concerts and shows thanks to its highly flexible space and facilities. 

Theatre Capacity

900

5  Château de Nyon

Nyon Since 1888, the Château de Nyon has housed a museum that 
maintains an important collection of porcelains produced in the 
18th century in the famous factory of Nyon as well as showcases 
dedicated to 3000 years of Nyonnaise history. It also offers tem-
porary exhibitions on historical themes or contemporary art.

Theatre Capacity

500
AV package 
included 
in the costing
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8  Centre nautique 

Evian-les-Bains Close to to the ship landing of Evian and from Buvette Prouvé-
Novarina, you will find the “Evian Plage” Pool. 

The terrace of its restaurant offers a perfect place for outdoor 
cocktails, with view on Lake Geneva and Switzerland Shore.

Banquet capacity

300

7  Le Nest

Montreux-Vevey Located a 5-minute walk from the Vevey train station, Le Nest is 
Nestle’s cultural center where you can discover the story of the 
company in an interactive exhibition.

The architecture is combining historic buildings with unusual 
structures. Le Nest offers 5 different rooms to rent with a lot of 
differents setting possibilities.

Banquet Capacity

250
Theatre Capacity

300
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Lausanne UIA 2023

Blue route

White route

Green route

Germany

France

Italy

Grande Dixence

Mont-Rose

Furka

Sumvigt

Giornico

Vals

Flims Chur Davos

Bregenz

Arc et Senan

Le Locle / La Chaux-de-Fonds

Laufen

Basel / Weil am Rhein

Ronchamp

Zurich

Zug

Switzerland may be a small country but it has contemporary archi-
tecture of exceptional quality. A Congress on the banks of Lake 
Geneva offers the opportunity to discover all this rich heritage.

There are three routes covered by this visit, each lasting five days, 
and illustrating the architecture of three regions of Switzerland: 
the Jura to the East; the plateau in the center; and the Alps to 
the south.

 7.
Architectural Tours
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White route Alpine architecture

The Alps cover more than 60% of Switzerland. The simplicity and 
economy of the resources used in Alpine vernacular architec-
ture have inspired an entire new generation of architects at the 
forefront of contemporary Swiss architecture. This route covers 
works where contextual architecture responds to its surrounding 
landscape.

Zermatt
Cabane Mont-Rose
Barthe et Deplazes

Hérémence 
Grande Dixence Dam 

Flims
Das Gelbe Haus
Valerio Olgiati

Sumvigt 
Saint Benedict Chapel 
Peter Zumthor

Chur
Kunstmuseum
Barozzi Veiga

Davos
Schatzalp Hotel 
Otto Pfleghard 
and Max Haefeli

Furka Pass
Hotel Furkablick
OMA

Giornico
Museo La Congiunta
Peter Märkli

Vals
Bains thermaux
Peter Zumthor

Bregenz
Kunsthaus
Peter Zumthor

Davos
Kirchnermuseum
Gigon Guyer

Kriens
Pilatus-Kulm Hotel 

Airolo
Saint Gothard Hotel 
Miller & Maranta
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Green Route Unesco heritage

The watchmaking industry of the Jura Arc, which came into being 
at the end of the 19th century, brought wealth and prosperity 
to the entire region. Concerns for the health and safety of these 
workers gave rise to a style of urban planning that can be visited 
at Le Locle and La Chaux-de-Fonds, which now figure on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List.
 
The middle classes who emerged from the watchmaking industry 
allowed Charles Edouard Jeanneret, who later adopted the name 
of Le Corbusier, to build his first projects. And as icing on the 
cake, Notre-Dame du Haut, a sculptural masterpiece, stands only 
a few kilometres away, on the other side of the Jura.

In a setting such as this, at the fathermost tip of the Jura Arc, the 
industrial town of Basel became, from the nineties on, a world-re-
nowned laboratory for contemporary architecture.

Ronchamps
Notre-Dame du Haut
Le Corbusier

Basel
Kunstmuseum
Christ & Gantenbein

Arc et Senans
Salines Royales
Claude-Nicolas Ledoux

Basel
Messe New Hall
Herzog & de Meuron

Laufen
Ricola Warehouse
Herzog & de Meuron

La Chaux-de-Fond
Villa Schwob
Le Corbusier

Basel
Novartis Campus
Diener & Diener, 
Sanaa etc

Geneva
Le Lignon
Georges Addor 
and Jaccaud Spicher

Münchenstein
Schaulager
Herzog & de Meuron

Basel
Beyeler Fondation
Renzo Piano

Basel
Youth Hostel
Buchner & Bründler

La Chaux-de-Fonds et 
Le Locle
Unesco World Heritage

Weil am Rhein
Vitra Campus
Herzog & de Meuron, 
Zaha Hadid, 
Franck Gehry, 
Tadao Ando
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Blue route Housing laboratory

The urban population of Switzerland is growing. New solutions 
have emerged to maximise use of available space and to limit costs. 
At the present moment, Zürich is a town with extremely interesting 
experiments in housing construction. Such is its excellence in this 
area, that it is a reference point internationally. Housing compe-
titions have allowed residential districts to produce innovations in 
building styles with typologies which have overturned conventional 
approaches to housing.

Oerlikon
Leutschenbad
Christian Kerez

Zurich
Kalkbreite Housing
Siegrist Müller

Zurich
Triemli
Von Ballmoos Krucker

Dübendorf
Zwicky Süd Housing
Steiner Studer Primas

Zurich
Werdies
Adrian Streich

Zurich
Freilager Letzigraben
Meili & Peter, 
Mühlethaler, Office 
Winhov,
Vogt

Zug
Schleife Housing
Valerio Olgiati

Zurich
Letzibach
Adrian Streich

Oerlikon
“Mehr Als Wohnen” 
Housing
Miroslav Sìk, 
Müller Siegrist

Zurich
Kraftwerk 1
Stücheli Architekten

Zurich
Toni-Areal 
EM2N

Zurich
Prime Tower
Gigon / Guyer

Zurich
Swiss National Museum 
Christ and Gantenbein
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Security and emergency

Free medical assistance to all participants in the event of sickness 
or accident during Congress events.

The Lausanne UIA 2023 world congress will offer the services 
of the red-cross health, safety, emergency and first-aid units. At 
every venues there will be a unit coping with any potential emer-
gency actions that could occur. The aim is made to reassure the 
participants during their stay in any venue places, but also to act 
on any emergency that could happen. They will be supported by 
the Rega, a partner of the swiss red-cross. Rega comes to the aid 
of people in distress, providing swift, professional medical assis-
tance by air. In order to do this, it employs state-of-the-art oper-
ating resources, such as helicopters and air-ambulances. Rega’s 
workforce comprises qualified, experienced staff. An additional 
proposal of the use of the application First Aid by Swiss Red 
Cross will accompany the event. 

Participants will be recommended to take out individual insurance 
policies to cover medical and travel expenses.

Passports & Visas 

For the Lausanne UIA 2023 world congress, the federal state of 
Switzerland will support the local organizing committee and give 
assistance in all process regarding visa procedure thus to facilitate 
the travel coordination and management of the participants that 
will need help.

Every traveler must have a valid passport. Visa are required for a 
continuous stay of more than three months. If your stay is shorter 
than three months you only need to bring your valid passport with 
you. This applies to citizens of the following countries: countries of 
the American Continent (except Belize, Dominican Republic, Haiti, 
Colombia and Peru), Europe, Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

For information on visa, permanent residence as well as on work 
permits and business matters, please contact the Swiss Consulate 
General located nearest you or click on: 

Visa application form 

https://www.sem.admin.ch/sem/en/home/themen/einreise/visumantragsformular.html

Switzerland representation 

https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/reps.html

 8.
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Letters of Support

Mayor of Lausanne, Grégoire Junod 
Municipal Cultural Council 
 State Counselor, Pascal Broulis 
State Council 
Geneva State 
Federal Cultural Office 
Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne 
Société des Ingénieurs et Architectes 
Fédération des Architectes Suisses  
Valais State 
Mayor of Evian, Marc Francina 
Mayor of Montreux, Laurent Wehrli 
CAUE Haute-Savoie 
General Navigation Company 
Swiss Tourism 
Swiss 
Fondation CUB 
Swiss Engineering 
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Département fédéral de l'intérieur DFI 

Office fédéral de la culture OFC 
 

 

  
 Office fédéral de la culture OFC 

Patrimoine culturel et monuments historiques 
Oliver Martin 
Hallwylstrasse 15, 3003 Berne 
Tél. +41 58 46 24448 
oliver.martin@bak.admin.ch 
www.bak.admin.ch 

  

 

A 
CH-3003 Berne 
OFC 

 

 
Eligio Novello 
Fondation Culture du Bâti 
c/o InterAssAr 
Rue de l’Union 15 
1800 Vevey 

 

  

 
 
Berne, le 3 février 2017 

 
 
 
Monsieur,  
 
L’Office fédéral de la Culture (OFC) a pris connaissance, avec le plus grand intérêt, de la candidature 
déposée par les associations FAS et SIA pour l’organisation du 27ème congrès mondial de l’Union 
Internationale des Architectes (UIA) à Lausanne en 2023. L’OFC apporte son soutien à une telle 
manifestation internationale qui réunirait pendant une semaine plusieurs milliers d’architectes du 
monde entier.  
 
Le congrès et la célébration du 75ème anniversaire de la création de l’UIA à Lausanne représentent 
une importante opportunité pour l’ensemble de la Suisse. La Suisse sera heureuse d'accueillir les 
collègues de l'UIA en 2023 dans l’Arc lémanique. 
 
 
 
Avec nos meilleures salutations. 

 
Oliver Martin 
Chef de section 
 
 

104 105Letters of support Federal Cultural Office Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne — EPFL Letters of support



106 107Fédération des architectes suisses — FAS Letters of support

(Swiss Architects Association)

Letters of support Société suisse des ingénieurs et architectes  — SIA
(Swiss Architects and Engineers Association)



108 109City of Evian Mayor of Evian, Marc Francina Letters of supportLetters of support Valais State



110 111 Letters of supportLetters of support  City of Montreux Mayor of Montreux, Laurent Wehrli



112 113Letters of support CAUE Haute-Savoie
(French Regional Council for Architecture and Urbanism)

General Navigation Company Letters of support



114 115 Letters of supportLetters of support Swiss Tourism



116 117Fondation Culture du Bâti — CUB Letters of support

(Foundation for Building Culture)

Letters of support  Swiss



118 119Letters of support Swiss Engineering — STV UTS ATS



Lausanne UIA 2023 Estimated budget in EUR

Estimated No. of participants 7’500
Congress dates 10–14.09.2023

Income

Partnership Institutional partnership 1’020’000 1’000’020

Participants Visitors 1’031’400
Students 0
Accompagnants 282’420
Exhibiting 220’320
Speakers 216’000 1’750’140

Sponsorship Private sponsors 450’000 450’000

Exhibition Spaces 1’790’100
Supports 997’272 2’787’372

Total Incomes 6’007’512

Expenses

Candidacy UIA participation 720’000
Organisation 300’000 1’020’000

Venue facilities CGN 250’000
Lausanne 704’678
Geneva 420’120
Nyon 88’668
Montreux / Vevey 310’176
Valais 36’577
Evian 177’552 1’987’771

Venue facilities Students accomodations 287’352
Students masterclasses 183’224
Students travel 87’025 557’401

Cost Events 582’570
Administration 857’757
Promotion 309’000
Communication 240’000
Insurances 181’422
Transportation 50’000
Financial costs 13’600 2’234’349

Total expenses 5’799’521

Results 207’991

 9.
Budget

120 121Lausanne UIA 2023 Budget



UIA financial guarantee Budget in EUR

Institutions Annual amount Total amount

City of Lausanne 40’000 240’000
State of Vaud 40’000 240’000
City of Geneva 10’000 60’000
State of Geneva 10’000 60’000
Swiss Confederation 5’000 30’000
State of Valais 5’000 30’000
City of Evian 2’500 15’000
City of Vevey 2’500 15’000
City of Montreux 2’500 15’000
City of Nyon 2’500 15’000

Total 120’000 720’000
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124 125124 125Geneva State Letters of Financial GuaranteeLetters of Financial Guarantee Vaud State
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This is a story which takes place on Lake Geneva 
The lake lets speak about water
Water as an element, a raw material 
Water as a universal link

Water as an architectural journey
The architectural journey as an experience in space
The architectural journey as a meeting place
Architects from the world on water
To talk about water

The lake as an auditorium 
The lake as a territory 
The glacier, the Rhône
The lake along the water

Architecture along the water
Villa Karma by Adolf Loos
Le Corbusier’s Tiny House 
La Buvette by Prouvé 
L’immeuble Clarté
La Grange au Lac
The Learning Center by Sanaa
The Bains des Pâquis and the Bains de Bellerive 
Architecture which talks about water 
Architecture and water

A lake linking the banks of an aspiring metropolis 
The lake as communication network
The lake as infrastructure
Its banks as industrial wasteland or areas for recreation
The lake as landscape
A landscape shaped by water
A landscape shaped by human hand
The lake as a place to bathe
Water for life

Lausanne as a return to the source
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